My Three Years in America

the same end, had managed to achieve. As will be soon from
my account of the subsequent course of events, my information
on this point was very insufficient, and I was not even made
acquainted with the views of the Berlin Governmonl, on th^ con-
duct of the submarine campaign, or on the subsequent peace
proposals put forward by the President. I was never informed
beforehand as to the real intentions of Berlin, and T cannot
understand, even to-day, why T was not told, until after the
Arabic incident, that the German submarine commanders had
boon instructed immediately after the torpedoing of the Lusi~
tania not to attack liners. A knowledge of this fact at the time
would have assisted me greatly in my dealings with Washington,
I do not intend to assert that in all this there was any deliberate
neglect on the part of the Berlin Government, but neither, on
the other hand, can I credit the commonly accepted explanation
that the technical difficulties of transmitting reports wore in-
stzperable, It should have been possible to give me definite
information on these matters by any one of the various channels
of communication which wore available between the Foreign
Office and the Embassy at Washington, No other explanation
is possible, except that which is to be found in the conflict
of the two parties in Germany, The head of the Foreign Office
was well aware that my policy in Washington was the same as
his own in Berlin, but he was frequently unable to send me
definite and early information because he himself could not
tell whether his own views would be accepted and acted upon,
At this time I sent the following report to Berlin ;

" Cedarhurst, 28th July,
" I have on more than one occasion respectfully begged your
Excellency to be so good as to wait for my report before deciding
whether the last American Lusitania Note is to be answered, and
if a reply is to be sent, in what sense it should be drafted.
Neither the Government nor public opinion considers such a
reply absolutely necessary, so that there is no danger in delay ;
but I respectfully request that I may be permitted at all events to
mdertakejfurther negotiations here, verbally and confidentially,
143